LORENA CANAR
Quito

How many siblings do you have?

| have 2 brothers (Carlos and Mateo) and 2 sisters (Maribel and
Daniela).

Do you have any pets?

| have a dog named Scott.

What are your favorite pastimes or hobbies?

Listening to music, singing, dancing.

Studies

Academic program: Graduated in Fashion Design
School name: UTE (Equinoctial Technological University)
Graduation date: 2016

What work will you pursue with your program?

Having my clothing brand and being a costume designer in movies or series

The Foundation

For me, the experience of meeting Mike and Margarita was wonderful. | met Mike when he was
my eighth-grade math teacher at school. It was a great joy to see Mike and Margarita again at
my tenth-grade graduation. After a few years, it was a divine encounter to meet Mike and
Margarita, and it was like this:

After having finished high school, | was working in a bakery near my house and suddenly one
day, Sofia Chicaiza, also a member of the foundation, came to buy in the bakery where |
worked. After that she told Mike and Margarita about me; they visited this bakery and left a
note to my co-worker. | found this note and the handwriting on it looked familiar. It was from
Mike. On that note, they wrote they wanted to meet with me and they left me their number to
contact them. | met with them; we talked about my dream, which was to go to college and
study fashion design. They told me they could give me a full scholarship. | could not believe it
because before | had lost hope of studying in college due to lack of financial resources. Getting
a career, pursuing my dream, and helping my family, gave me so much joy that | accepted and
my family was also so happy because it is a great blessing to my life.

DEOF helped me pay for all the costs of my college education. The foundation helped me to get
a computer to hand in my homework and assignments during my college life and when the
pandemic started it was very helpful for me to telecommute. Mike and Margarita, besides



supporting me financially, always gave me words of encouragement to give me confidence and
self-confidence. All their support was very important to me.

The first moment | was helped the most was when | was going through a hard time in a
complex and important subject in my career, and | always had economic and moral support
from Mike and Margarita. Thanks to all that support, | decided not to let them down and
despite how difficult the subject was, | passed it. The second moment was when | was working
and always Mike and Margarita supported me even in complicated situations. While | was
teleworking during the first year of the pandemic, | could meet the new members and meet
again with the old guys from the foundation. | could get closer to them and form great
friendships; besides | felt | could raise my sense of leadership and increase my social skills. |
also improved my English-speaking skills in the English conversation club on weekends with
Ruben and Caitlin. For me DEOF means a great blessing in my life; Mike and Margarita are like
godparents and the Foundation represents a big family for me.

2024 Update:

After graduating from a Fashion Design degree in 2016, | have gone through multiple work
challenges, for me they have been a source of learning and improvement. | am currently
working part-time as a fashion designer in the morning in a costume company and in the
afternoons | dedicate myself to making custom garment designs for clients.

After graduating, | took pattern-making and tailoring courses specialized in wedding dresses
and also updated software specialized in pattern-making. | also studied a Community Manager
course. | am still constantly learning, in which the experience | have had working in companies
in the textile area has been added to improve every day as a professional and within two years
create my own design brand.

| enjoy so much every year in the month of July, being able to meet and share with our entire
DEOF family.





